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Leveraging Clinical Science to Tackle the Opioid Crisis

This presentation will describe the current state of the opioid crisis in the United States and ongoing contributing
factors. A multi-pronged approach is required to address this complex public health crisis, and clinical
translational science can be leveraged to decrease the morbidity and mortality associated with opioid use
disorder. Recent findings from studies conducted in the human laboratory and clinic settings will be reviewed to
illustrate how data can be leveraged to impact the ongoing crisis and translated to 1) directly inform regulatory
drug control and improve pharmacotherapies and 2) improve treatment delivery to individuals suffering from
opioid use disorder. Recent studies on the abuse liability of opioids will be discussed in the context of ongoing
reevaluation of federal policies (e.g., FDA and DEA). Additionally, results from studies aimed at the
development of novel pharmacotherapies (e.g., new neural targets, such as cannabinoid receptors), improving
existing pharmacotherapies by modifying drug formulations and novel models of care will be described.
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